OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION FOR 

NON-ROUTINE OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

NOTIFICATION DATE- 21 August 2009
PROJECT- The Dalles Dam/ Wasco PUD
RESPONSE DATE- This had been on the 20 August FPOM agenda but due to time constraints, the issue was not discussed.  Since the PUD needs to do this work and needs to schedule it soon, a two week coordination period is not available.  
Description of the problem- The PUD would like to shutdown their turbine for up to 6 hours on 4 September.  The purpose of this outage is to calibrate new pressure transducers, which have been ordered and are to be delivered soon.
When the transducers arrive, the PUD will be able to install them with the fishladder running.  They set them to a know depth, which is close enough to run their automated computer control of the fish entrance weir gate.  

The outage request is to calibrate them both to a flat water condition.  Right now with spill, the water levels fluctuate too much for them to set the water level height with any accuracy.  The PUD can then set the correct 4 to 20 milliamp setting to reflect those levels.  They will also check the water levels and calibrate the two stilling wells where the pressure transducers are placed, to insure that they drain well and are

not plugged.  

This work cannot be postponed for later in September due to the spillwall construction in the same area and if it cannot be coordinated for 4 September, then the work will need to wait until spring.
Type of outage required- PUD turbine off for up to six hours.  The PUD is working with the Project to do this work at night, but may need to occur during the day.  Night is the preferred option, from a fish perspective.
Impact on facility operation- During the requested outage, the mechanical crew at the Dalles project will lift the Bulkhead in the N2 slots, which will lower the water level flow in the ladder to tailwater levels.  
Length of time for repairs- six hours on 4 September.  The PUD anticipates the outage would be much shorter than the 6 hours, but they want some time built in to cover for problem solving. 

Expected impacts on fish passage- During the requested outage, the mechanical crew at the Dalles project will lift the Bulkhead in the N2 slots, which will lower the water level flow in the ladder to tailwater levels.  
Chinook counts drop from ~25% to ~4% after spillway closure (see graph below), so it is anticipated that few adults should be impacted by this six hour outage.
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Comments from agencies- 
NOAA- I know that usage of this ladder falls off after the spill season, however, this is prime time for adult fish passage and we should have all ladders running within criteria.  I recommend that this work be done at night to avoid disrupting passage.  Thanks for coordinating.  Gary

CRITFC-Not excited about this, can they schedule for early afternoon, say 1ish?  thanks tom lorz

When asked if 1300 was preferred over night:

hey if they can do this at night, great. thanks tom

TDA Fisheries- We're shooting for night work, but have not heard if they're able to pull it off. Will keep you informed.  Here's some diel info on TD north from UI and our number crunching. If we have to do it during the day, we'll try to focus on the late AM steelhead dip. BC
[image: image2.emf]
[image: image3.emf]
[image: image4.emf]Diel Passage

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

6:00 7:00 8:00 9:00 10:00 11:00 12:00 13:00 14:00 15:00 16:00 17:00 18:00 19:00 20:00 21:00

hour ending

TDE AVE TDN AVE JDS AVE JDN AVE


TDA Maintenance- When asked if volunteers have been found for the night shift: Yes it is a go.  We are planning crane set up and prep from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  Outage to start at 8 PM and conclude at 1:00 AM.  We have a crew lined up and Bob Guidinger has been notified.  He will have a crew set up as well.  So we should be able to complete the work as required.  Steve

Final results- The outage will occur on 4 September, during night shift.  The Project plans to set up the crane and prep from 1900 until 2000.  The outage is scheduled for 2000 until 0100 on 5 September.  TDA and the PUD have crews ready to go and the work is anticipated to be completed in the time allotted.
Please email or call with questions or concerns.  Thank you, 

Tammy Mackey

NWP Operations Division Fishery Section

Columbia River Coordination Biologist

541-374-4552 Bonneville Office or 503-961-5733 Blackberry

Tammy.m.mackey@usace.army.mil 

